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MAT T. xxvi. IT, 
The Poor ye have always with ye, 


but me ye have not always. 


\ HESE Words contain a Rebuke of 
our Bleſſed Saviour to his Diſciples, 
on the following Occaſion ; when 
Being at ; Jedhany in the Houſe of one Simon 
the Leper, there came to him a Woman hav 
ing an Alabaſter Box of very precious Oint- 

ment, which ſhe poured on his Head, as he 

ſat at Meat; whereupon his Diſci ples had 
Indignation, arid ſaid, why was this Waſte 
made ? this Ointment might have been fold 
for much, and given to the Poor; but Feſus, 
when. he wnderfioed their Thoughts, [aid unto 
aher, why; trouble ye the Woman, ſhe hath 
wrought 'a.: good Work in me; the Poor qe 
bave always with you, but me ye have not al- 
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| indigent.  Fellow-Creatures, But a nearer 


(4) 


ways; for in that ſhe poured this Ointment 


pam my Body, fhe did it for my Burial ; ve- 


rily I jay unto you, whereſoever this Goſpel 
ſhall be preached in the whole World, there 
ſhall alſo this, that this Woman hath done, 


be told for a Memorial of ber. 
Which Anſwer of our Lord's may, at firſt 


Sight, ſeem to bear ſomewhat hard, not only 
on the extraordinary Zeal of his Diſciples in 


this ſingle Inſtance, but in general on his 
own favourite Doctrine, of Charity and Li- 
berality to the Poor; as if any poſſible out- 
ward Act of Reſpect and Obſervance, could 
ever be of equal Moment, or deſerve an equal 
Commendation with the weighty: and im- 
portant Duty, of feeding and relieving our 


View of the Caſe, will not only ſhew the lit- 
tle Weight chere is in this Objection, but our 
Saviour's Intention from this very Occaſion, 
to eſtabliſhi the great Law of Charity, upon 
the moſt ſolid and laſting Foundation; for 
it is obſervable, that this his Anſwer contains 


an Exception only, and that in a particular 


Inſtance; an Inſtance not merely of Cere- 
mony and Oſtentation, but of Gharity, ſuch 
as in the general Qpinion of all — > 


(s) 
had ever been efteemed an Office of great 
Piety and Humanity, the preparing the Bo- 
dy for Burial; and who is the Perſon, for 
whom and by whom this Exception is made? 
Who? but our Lord himſelf, who beſt could 
make it, and who had the faireſt Title to 
claim (whenever he ſhould pleaſe to chal- 
lenge it) every poſſible Diſtinction of Love 
and Reverence, that either Man or Angel 
could adminiſter to him—But at is farther 
obſervable in the next Place, that our Savi- 
our takes occaſion from this very Exception, 
made by him in this one Caſe, to ſtrengthen 
and eſtablith our general Obligation to Cha- 
rity in all others; for the ſame Kind of 
Reaſoning, which held good for the Excep- 
tion in this particular Inſtance, viz. that 
the Poor ſhould be always with bis Diſciples, 
and he not always, would hold good likewiſe 
for the general Law of Charity in every o- 
ther poſſible Occaſion ; for, when Chrift 
ſhould be taken from them into Heaven (as 
he ſpeedily wauld be) and the Poor ſhould 
ever remain with them, then no further poſ- 
fable Exception could be imagined, that 
ſhould for the future be able to ſtand be- 
_ teen the Charity of has Diſciples and their 
poor and indigent Brethren ; Chriſt would 
W 8 then 


(4 


(6) 
then be no longer with them in the Infir- 
mity of the Fleſh, to receive from them in 
Perſon the Teflimonics of their Gratitude 
and Love; his glorious and exalted State 
would then no longer require or admit their 
kind and charitable Offices towards him-; 
but the Poor—thele ſhould be always with 
them ; and be with them too for this, a- 
mong other gracious Purpoſes of God's Pro- 
vidence, to ſtand in his Place, and to receive 
from them, in his Name, and for his Sake, 
thoſe Tributes of Affection and Regard, 
which they would then be no longer able to 
pay immediately and directly to himſelf. 
The Occaſion of the Text therefore, being 
particular, does leſs directly concern us; 
but the general Doctrine and Precept, ſug- 
geſted by it, of ſuccouring and relieving our 
diſtreſſed and indigent Fellow- Creatures, 
(who are thus by our Lord's expreſs Ap- 
pointment as it were, ever preſent with us) 
for his Sake and in his Name, who is in 
Heaven, does highly concern.us, as being 
permanent, and obligatory on all, who bear 
the Name of Chriſt, fo long as hene ſhall 
remain any Neceſſities or Infirmities of our 
Brethren to be relieved, or any Debt of Gra- 
titude to our Redeemer to be paid by us, 


which will be to os End of the World. 


EP) 

In recommending to you therefore the 
8 Duty of Charity in general, and the 
particular Branch of it, which occaſions our 

preſent ſolemn Meeting, altho* to this End 
I might awaken your natural Affections of 
Pity and Compaſſion, might ſtrongly inſiſt 
on your ſocial and moral Obligations, I have 
rather choſen the Topick of our Obligations 
to our Saviour and Redeemer, as the moſt 
obvious, and, I ſhould hope too, not the 
leaſt effectual Argument, that a Chriſtian 
can addreſs to Chriſtians. I ſhall therefore, 


Fir, conſider the peculiar Obligations to 
the Duty of Charity, laid on us by our Re- 
deemer Jeſus Chriſt, And 

Secondly, ſhall apply them more direfly 
and diftindtly | to the Inſtance of Charity, 

HOW before us. 


Firf, Let us conſider the peculiar Obli- 
cations to this Duty, laid upon us by Chriſt ; 
which will beſt be done by looking back to 
the Nature and Deſign of his Goſpel and 
Miniſtry, whereof two very main and prin- 
cipal Ends were the reconciling of Men unto 
God, and of Men to one another ; the one 
by the Remiſſion of Sins, the other by a 


mutual Love and Charity; the former in- 
deed 


(8) 

deed of theſe Ends -himfelf obtain'd: by his 
own Death: on the: Croſs and by the ſending 
of the Holy Ghoſt; the latter (the far more 
difficult Enterprize of the two, while Man 
was on either Side the peeviſh and ſelfiſſi 
Party) twas his conſtant Study and Labour 
to effect by every poſſible Means whether of 
Ductrine, of Example, or of Obligærion. 

No- ſooner did he open his Miniſtry, than 
he ſet himſelf to deliver the great Law of an 
univerſal Benevolence, from the narrow Con- 
finement, which the Pride and Perverſeneſs 
of Mankind i in general, and eſpecially of his 
Na” e gg had laid it under. Accord- 
ingly the firſt Bleſſings he pronounces, are 
| J the Meek and the Merciful; the Peace- 
maker and the Forgiving ; and the firſt Er- 
rors he oppoſes, are the narrow and ſelfiſh 
Comments, which the Jewiſh Doctors had 
made on the Law of Moſes in this Particular. 
He calls in our Self- love in aid to our ſocial, 
by making the one a Standard for the other. 
He ſums up all Perfection and divine Reſem - 
blance in the faithful Obſervance of this 
Law; and lays Impiety towards God, as 
well as Injuſtice towards Man, to the Charge 
of thoſe, who preſume to violate it; while 
he extends the: Influence of this Duty to our 
"ay nn and the Inſtances of it to the 
ſmaller 


(9 ): 

ſmaller and more trivial Circumſtances of 
our Carriage and Behaviour. 

Nor has he left his Doctrine in this Point un- 
ſupported by the Strength of a ſuitable Exam- 
ple but has in his own Perſon given the liveli- 
eſt, and moſt illuſtrious Inſtance of Charity, 
the World ever ſaw; his whole Life is one 
continued Work and Labour of Love; every 
Circumſtance of his Conduct and Miniſtry 
is expreſſive of the benign and merciful Spi- 
rit of his Goſpel, while the very Miracles, 
which he works for the Eſtabliſnment of our 
Faith, are at the ſame time Examples of 
Charity for our Imitation, and in ſome De- 
gree Obligations of Conformity upon our 
Practice. The great Love of our Saviour, 
while living, is no way to be ſurpaſſed, but 
by the ſingular and amazing Inſtance, he 
gave of it in dying: This was Charity in 
the moſt perfect, the moſt eminent Degree; 
the one Man dying for all Men can no where 
be found, ane in 75 ſus riß, and him cru- 
ciſied. 

But 3 our 21 3 not ae | 
himſelf with the mere Force of his Inſtruc- 
tion and Example, however obligatory theſe 
upon Chriſtians, towards the Eſtabliſhment 
of An great Duty, but bas withal thrown 

De” 107 in 
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(10) 
in the whole Weight of the Obligations, we 
owe to him, for whatever he did or ſuffered. 
for us in the Attainment of - the one main 
End of his Coming, the reconciling us unto 
God: All this, I ſay, he has thrown in with its 
full Weight and Force to the Accompliſh- 
ment of his other great Deſign, the Recon 
ciling and Uniting us to one another. Ac- 
cordingly he makes his own immenſe Love 
to Mankind in their Redemption, not only 
the Model and the Meaſure, but the Motive 
and Obligation of their Love and Charity to 
each other; and bequeaths the vaſt Treaſure 
of Love, which he had by his Death col- 
lected from a redeemed and obliged World, 
back again to that very World in general, 
wherein every Individual has, by Virtue of 
this Legacy, a Claim to the Succour and 
Aſſiſtance of every other, proportional to 
the Meaſure of his Wants and Neceſlities, 
and of their Opportunities, and Abilities to 
relieve them. And this Obligation our Sa- 
viour has taken care to inſiſt upon on two 
Occaſions, the moſt ſerious and important 
of any in the whole Goſpel. The one, in 
the pathetick Charge he gives to his Diſci- 
ples at leaving this World; the other, in 
the Account he gives, of his ſolemn Return 
to it again at the laſt Day. In 


( 11 } 
In the former of theſe he leaves it with 
his Diſciples at parting, as a new Command- 
ment, never taught before in the ſame Per- 
* nor inculcated by ſuch powerful 
Sanctions, that they love one. another : he 
propoſes the Example of his Love towards 
them for the Rule, the Motive, and the 
Obligation of theirs to each other; and lays 
it down as the diſtinguiſhing Mark and 
Character of their holy Profeſſion, as that 
whereby all Men ſhould know them to be, 
or not to be, his Diſciples, according as they 
have Love one of another. On the latter 
of theſe | Occaſions he repreſents himſelf in 
his judicial Capacity, as taking a ſtri&t Ac- 
count of their Obſervance of this his dying 
Charge, and as laying the whole Streſs and 
Iſſue, as it were, of his future great Inquiry 
on this ſingle Article; when according to 
their Obedience or Diſobedience to this his 
laſt Command, according as they had fed, 
and cloathed and relieved him, their abſent 
Lord, in the Perſon of his ever preſent Re- 
preſentatives, their indigent and diſtreſſed 
Brethren, or had otherwiſe ne glected their 
Duty in theſe Particulars, 3 they 
ceive ve Sentence of everlaſting Reward 
or Miſery. 
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(12 ) 


such then are the Obligations laid on by 


our Redeemer, to a miitual Kindneſs and 


om and ſuch is the Ground this great 

Duty ſands upon, with regard to every 
Chriſtian, It now no longer reſts merely on 
natural Affection and Compaſſion; nor does 
ſolely depend on the Senſe we may entertain, 
of our moral and focial Obligations (though 
it by no means rejects the powerful Aſſiſt- 
ance of theſe very neceſſary and engaging 


Conſiderations) but is mainly built on the 


Croſs of Chriſt ; on the Precepts and the 


Example, he gave to us when living, and 


more eſpecially on the eternal Obligations 


he has laid upon us in dying. It now no 
longer is merely Humanity or Benevolence, 
but comes forth a new Commandment, by 


aà higher and more intereſting Title, and is 


Chriſtian Charity ; is the Love of our Neigh- 
bour on Chriſt's Account, or rather is the 
Love of Chrift in our Neighbour; is the 

peculiar Diſtinction and Character of our 


holy Chriſtian Profeſſion; is the preſent 
Worſhip and Service, which we pay to our 


abſent Lord here on Earth, and the expreſs 
Terms and Condition of our future Admiſ- 


ſion by him into his e b ence in 


Heaven. 


— 
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( 13) 
Having thus far conſidered and enforced 
the Obligations lay on us by our Chriftian 
Profeſſion to the Duty of Charity in gene- 
ral, let us apply them more directly to the 
immediate Inſtance of it, now before us. 
Wherein "twill be requiſite 4 

1//, To deſcribe and aſcertain who are 
more properly the Poor, whom our Lord 
has bequeathed thus to our Care and Pro- 
tection. 

' 2dly. What is the Nature and Degree of 
the chal he requires from us towards 
them. And 

Laſtly. To ſhew how falably the aſſt 
and charitable Inſtitution, now recommend 
ed to our Encouragement, co-incides with 
the foregoing Deſcription. 

Firſt, Let us inquire who are the Poor, 
thus bequeathed by our Lord to our Care ? 
Certainly not all kind of Poor abſolutely 
and indiſcriminately ; for, although every 
Diſtreſs whether of Body, Mind, or Fortune, 
which our Neighbour undergoes, calls for 
our Aſſiſtance, ſo far as we have Ability to 
impart it, and he Capacity to receive it; yet 
ſome Sort of Poor there are, who may not 
want our Relief, and others ſo unhappily cir- 
cumſtanced, as. either not to deſerve it, or 
to be. incapable. of Benefit from it. 


That 


( 14 ) 

That in eyery civil Community there will 
be different Degrees of Wealth is as certain, 
as that there are different Degrees of Dignity 
and Advancement in it, and different Mea- 
ſures of Talents, and of the ene and Op- 
portunities of Acquiſition, according to 
which ſome will be comparatively Poor, and 
others Great and Opulent: But this kind 
of Poverty, which conſiſts in Inferiority of 
Station, does by no means of itſelf neceſſa- 
rily imply a State of Indigence and Miſery; 

ſince Happinels i is probably divided among 
the various Conditions of Life, in far more 
equal Portions, than the Vanity and Ambi- 
tion of the Wotld may be willing to allow ; 
and ſince many who enjoy with Contentment 
and Sobriety, the ſmall but ſufficient Fruits 
of an hone Induſtry, do frequently, while 
bleſt with Health and Vigour, ſerve to ſup- 
ply the Purpoſes of their humble Station, and 
to anſwer the Ends of their Being, far more 
ſatisfactorily to themſelves and others, than 
thoſe of a much higher Rank. This Sort of 
Poor, however highly deſerving our Charity 
upon every real Calamity, that befals them, 
do, in their ordinary Courſe, want no other 
Aſſiſlance from us, than that we ſhould fa- 
cilitate and | proſper the Succeſs of their La- 
= 7 26 > {:26.2:betns 
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bours, and remove out of their Way all 
manner of Obſtacles and Impediments to it, 
Again, other Poor there are, who though 
truly wretched, do fo intirely owe their Mi- 
{ery to themſelves, and to their own idle and 
vicious Habits, as to put it out of our Power, 
however heartily we may deſire to ſerve them 

to any Effect; theſe indeed, at the ſame 
Time they call for our Aſſiſtance, diſappoint 
us of the Means of adminiſtring it, and muſt 
firſt be reform'd, before they can be relieved 
by us to purpoſe. The Poor therefore, who 
lay the juſteſt Claim to our Lord's Recom- 
mendation, are ſuch, who, though they 
ſtrive and endeavour to be otherwiſe, do yet 

from unavoidable Accidents ſtrive and en- 
deavour in vain; who either from the Bur- 
then of a large, and perhaps ſickly, Family; 
from bodily Hurt or Infirmity, from Caſu- 
alty or Loſs, or by other Means, are diſabled 
and prevented from ſupporting themſelves 
and theirs by the Produce of their Induſtry; 
of this Sort there will always be Poor enough 
with us, to engage the utmoſt Efforts of our 
Charity and Benevolence; as long as the nu- 
merous and painful Train of Evils ſhall ſub- 
ſiſt, which Fleſh is Heir to; as long as Fraud 
and Violence, War and Tumult, Storm and 

Oe ESL Fs, e Tempeſt, 
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T empeſt, bodily Weakneſs and Injury, pre- 
carious and uncertain Seaſons, ſhall continue 
to bear ſo large a Share in the Lot of human 
Life; ſo long will the Diſaſters and Diſap- 
pointments of the Worthy though Unfortu- 
nate, find ample Engagement for the Cha- 
Tity of the Rich and Proſperous. The Na- 
ture and Degree whereof does now come 
next under Conſideration, Now that Cha- 
rity ſhould be ſo far extended as to level 
the Conditions of the Poor and the Rich, 
and bring them to an Equality of Fortune, 
or (as was not unſuitable to the Caſe of the 
firſt Chriſtians) to a Community of Goods, 
1 is, what, in the preſent large and connected 
; State of Chriſtianity, is impoſlible to be ex- 
| © pected; or, if poſſible, certainly not to be 
deſired; ſince ſuch an Equality would but 
ſerve to . and enervate, not only the 
Bands of civil Society, but of the Chriſtian 
alſo, mutual Wants being the Ground of 
mutual Dependance and Connexion in the 
one, as they are of mutual Charity and En- 
dearment in the other, and the Means, 
whereby the great Ends of God's Providence 
in both are in the preſent unequal State of 
Thin gs far more effectually anſwered, than 
oy 8 be by a ſeemingly leſs partial 
8 Diſtribution, 
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Diſtribution. The Degree therefore of our 
Relief ſhould be proportioned to the Urgen- 
cy, and the Nature of it adapted to the Oc- 
caſion of our N eighbour s Wants; not incon- 
ſiderately ſquandered in the Encouragement 
of Idleneſs and Vice, and to the Injury of 
more worthy and more intereſting Objects, 
but wholly bent to relieve the preſent Exi- 
gency, whether of Body, Mind or Fortune, 
in ſuch Manner, as may moſt effectually re- 
ſtore the unhappy Sufferer to the Enjoyment 
of himſelf, and to the free Uſe of his Facul- 

ties and Abilizies. ſo as to purſue, as ſoon 
as may be, his proper Calling with Eaſe and 
Succeſs. T his kind of Charity, without 
Diſparagement to others, is ſurely of the 
moſt public-ſpirited, and extenſively bene- 
ficial Nature, and, as ſuch, muſt bid faireſt 
to be the more nete Object of our 
Lord's Recommendation, being not only ſe- 
lected by him as an eminent and exemplary 
Inſtance of this Virtue in the Caſe of the 
good Samaritan, but enforced by the Direc- 
tion of his own high Authority and Example: 
The great Deſign of whoſe Coming into the 
the World, being the Converſion and Salva- 
tion of it, and the Atteſtation of Miracles be- 
ing the neceſſary Evidence, that he was un 

C an 
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and effectually commiſſioned to this End, 
tis remarkable, that he choſe not to exert 
this Power in the greater and more conſpi- 
euous Controlments of natural Cauſes, and 
by Signs and Wonders in the heavenly Bo- 
dies, which might much more generally have 
ſurprized the Minds and confounded the Un- 
derſtandings of Mankind, but far leſs effec- 
tually have converted their Hearts, and recon- 
ciled their Affections to his pure and holy 
Religion, than did the kind and beneficent 
Manner, wherein he exerciſed his miraculous 
Powers for their Relief and Benefit ; to feed 
the Hungry and to heal the Sick ; to make 
the Deaf to hear and the Dumb to ſpeak; - 
to be Eyes to the Blind, and Feet to the 
Lame, and Health and Joy to the Weak and 
the Afflicted: In all which amazing In- 
ſtances of Charity and Power he has not only 
given Strength to our Faith by the Wonders 
he has wrought, but a Rule and Inſtruction 
likewiſe to our Practice, and an Example 
(fuitable Allowance being made ſor the infi- 


nite Diſparity of it) that we ſhould follow 
his Steps,— 


And how halt v we follow the Steps of our 
dear Lord and Saviour more ſuitably and ef- 
mh than by promoting and encou- 


raging 


(19) 

raging the excellent Deſign of Charity now 
before us? TO work Miracles, indeed upon 
the Bodies of Mankind for their Health and 
Recovery is not- ours to petform, but was 
his alone, to whom it was in ſo extraordinary 
a Manner given by the Father ; but the Ex- 
ample of the' abundant Goodneſs and Cha- 
rity, which influenced and directed this 
Power to ſuch kind and beneficent Purpoſes, 
we are capable, and (conſequently in fuch 
caſe) are highly bound to imitate. And 
though it was our Lord's to give Life and 

Health by a Touch, by a Word, and by his 
Shadow as he paſſed ; tis no leſs ours to ex- 
ert all poſſible human Endeavours, to call in 
all the Succour, that Art and Nature can 
produce, and to apply all the manifold 
Means, which Providence has ſo variouſly 
pointed out to our Uſe, in the mineral, ve- 
getable and animal Worlds, for the Cure and 
Recovery of our Neighbours Infirmities, eſpe- 
_ cially thoſe of the poorer Sort; for though 
Poverty is of itſelf not abſolutely an Evil, 


yet, when joined to bodily Diſeaſe and _"—_— 


ability, it becomes the ſoreſt of all temporal 
Calamities, leaving a Man at once deſtitute 
of all Help from himſelf, and of every Op- 
portunity of purchaſing and ſecuring it from 

117121 C 2 others; 


46) 
others; in this unhappy Caſe, tis to Cha- 
rity alone he can reſort for Aid; and to that 
he reſorts with the ſtrongeſt Claim; for that 
he pleads, in the Character of dür Fellow- 
Creature, our Fellow-Citizen, and above 
all our Fellow- Chriſtian; and is it poſſible 
that Arguments of ſuch Weight and Force, 
ſhould ever to Men, in any Degree ſenſible 
of their Relations, be long pleaded in vain? 
Thanks be to God's Grace, and the Senſe, 
vet left among us, of the Force of theſe Ar- 
0 guments, they have not been wholly plead- 
ed in vain in this our Country : Witneſs the 
many flouriſhing Inſtitutions, which latter 
Vears have eſtabliſhed in ſo many Parts of 
the Kingdom for the Relief of the friendleſs 
and neceſſitous Sick; Witneſs the truly cha- 
ritable and well deſigned One, erected in 
this great and rich Metropolis for the ſame 
good Purpoſes which we are here aſſembled 
to promote, and which has added to the 
former ſtrong and prevailing Arguments, a a 
farther one of great Moment and Utility, 
and peculiarly fitted to the Circumſtance of 
its Situation, by principally including under 
its Care fack Seamen and Manufacturers, 
who not only have all the Plea, above de- 
ſcribed, from Poverty, join d to Sickneſs and 

— 3 Infirmity, 
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Infirmity, in their Favour, but have this ad- 
ditional Claim to our Attention, that ſuch 
Sickneſs and Infirmity has been probably 
contracted in our Service, in ſupplying our 
Wants, in maintaining our Trade and con- 
ducting our Commerce, or perhaps, in pam- 
pering our Luxury, and gratifying our Va- 

nity and Pleaſure. In this Light our Charity 
becomes a ſort of Debt, a Payment, for 
which we have already received a Conſide- 
ration in the Conveniencies and Elegancies 
of Life, which Commerce imports, or Ma- 
nufacture prepares for us; as well as in the 
Encreaſe of national Wealth and Strength, 
which they both conſpire to produce. 

And tis to a ſerious and religious Senſe 
of theſe Conſiderations, that J willingly aſ- 
cribe the preſent numerous Aſſembly of 
Chriſtians, here met together, from diffe- 
rent Walks and Paths of Life, and in diffe- 
rent Circumſtances and vinadicns of it, to 
unite their unanimous: Endeavours in this 
Work and Labour of Love; ſome by their 
phyſical Skill, and voluntary and diligent 
Attendance to be the happy Inſtruments of 
conveying more immediately the Bleſſing of 
this Charity, to the miſerable and A b 
ng * of it; eee by a no leſs Oe: 
T able 


(22) 
ſpection to watch over the. Condi, 
405 — litate and perfect the Execution of it; 
others again, of . Wealth, or of high 
and eminent Station, to encourage it by their 
Preſence, and to ſupport it by their Bounty 
and Liberality; - and all, I truſt, defirous to 
expreſs their Gratitude to their Saviour, and 
Zeal for God's Glory and their N eighbour 8 
Welfare, by a cheattul. Contribution, ac- 
cording to their beſt Abilities, to a Charity, 
ſo hiphly e, expreſſive of thoſe important Con- 
9 here I cannot but interrupt 
my Diſcourſe to lament the Loſs of a late no- 
ble and generous Patron and Guardian of 
this Charity, who out of his extenſive Bene- 
volence having taken it, then in its infant 
and tender State, under 120 Protection, had 
the inexpreſſible Pleaſure (to · be taſted by 
none but the truly humane and charitable) 
of . ſeeing it encreaſe under. his Care from 
{mall Beginnings to its preſent State of Ma- 
turity and Perfection, in the Compaſs of a 
very few Years, ſo as to have lived long e- 
nough for the full Eſtabliſhment of this Cha- 
rity, in the Hands of his worthy Succeſſor, 
but much too ſhort a Time for the general 
Prayers of the Poor and Diſtreſſed, and the 
Wiſhes of his Friends and his Countr7). 
4 „„ 


( 23) 

But to conclude : When ſuch are the pe- 
culiar and additional Obligations, which 
_ Chriſtianity lays us under, to the Duty of 
Charity; and when the preſent Inſtitution 
is ſo happily adapted to anſwer theſe Obli- 
gations, let us endeavour, not only as Men 
and Citizens, but as Chriſtians too, to pro- 

mote and advance it; let us not ſuffer any 

mean Excuſe, or paltry Conſiderations to 
come in between and intercept our Charity 
from theſe ſo worthy and unfortunate Ob- 
jeects of it: But ever bear in Mind, that, 

as the Poor are thus, by the Order of. Provi- 

| dence and our Lord's Declaration, left to be 
always with us, under various Circumſtances 
- of: Calamity, to be the Receivers of our-Gra- 
titude, and Depoſitortes of our Charity, ſo 
the Rich and.Profperous are no leſs pro- 
Vvidentially appointec oe the Stemäards and 


5 Diſp — of God's Gift by a faithful 
and | conſcitmnioay" Diſcharges: of the I __ 
tant Truſt towards the Sick. and 


ſbew forth their Love to our Lord for 8 
Benefits of his Death, until his coming and 
happy are all thoſe, whom our Lord, when be 


cometh, Jour find fe doing. 
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Jaudable a Work, are defired to ſend their Subſcriptions or 
Benęfactions to Mefſ. Minors and Boldero, Bankers, in 
Lombard-ſtreet, 20 wil! give proper Receipts for the 
Jame, And any Perſon inclined by his laſt Will to be- 


queath a Legacy to this Charity, is 45 rea 2 ao it in 2, the 
Following Manner, vi. 


Item, 1 1585 and W unto A. B. and C. D. the 
. wpon Truſt, and to the Intent that 
they, or one of them, do pay the ſame to the Treaſurer, or 
Treaſurers for the Time being, of the Society of the Go- 
London Hoſpital or Infirmary, for the Re- 
lief of all Sick and Diſeaſed Perſons, and in particu- 


lar, Manufacturers, Seamen in Merchant- Service, their 


Wives and Children; which ſaid Sum of _— 


L defire may be appli 2d. towards e on the e chart, table 
N Zub 2 the Ms * e 
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